
Welcome to the newest generation of the Manitowoc County Master 
Gardener Newsletter. Input is greatly appreciated-ideas, articles, upcom-
ing events; please send to Chelle. If you are interested in getting the 
electronic version instead of the snail mail version, let Chelle or Tracy 
know and we will convert you to the tree hugging version! I would also 
appreciate knowing any updates of community projects and work days 
that are planned. The general schedule for the newsletter is: all info is 
due on the 15th of even numbered month for the newsletter to go out the 
week of the 1st of the odd numbered month. So, if you want to submit 
items for the Sept/Oct issue, please have them to Chelle by August 15th. 
 

Current Board of Directors: Renee Lemberger, President; Linda Gratz, 
Vice President; Marilyn Starzewski, Treasurer and Linda Brandel, Secre-
tary. Carol Lallensack, Annette Paul, Judy Lango-Board Members. 
Chelle Blaszczyk-WIMGA Rep and Media Coordinator. 

 

Find us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/ManitowocCountyMasterGardeners  

 

Email address: MtwCtyMG@gmail.com 

 

What is a Master Gardener? 

Being a Master Gardener is about becoming a VOLUNTEER with the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Extension to help educate the public about gardening 
and natural resources. It’s not about knowing everything about gardening. 
It’s about learning to ask the right questions and knowing how to look up 
information from appropriate resources. Being a Master Gardener is about 
about helping deliver meaningful community programs to improve the 
well-being of individuals and communities, to protect natural resources, 
and to help keep fresh fruit and vegetables on the table. It’s about working 
in tandem with UW-Extension staff and other volunteers to make a differ-
ence in the places we live, learn and work. 
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Expert’s Tip: Summer 
Bugs: What’s in Store for 

2016? 

P.J. Liesch, Insect Diagnostic Lab, 
UW-Madison 

 

With the “early” spring, 2016 has cer-
tainly been off to a pleasant start.  I 
think it’s safe to say that most folks 
have been enjoying the warm temper-
atures and plants (especially the 
grasses in my lawn) certainly seem to 
be thriving.  The insects have been 
enjoying the spring weather as well 
and many insects are already out in 
force.   
 

Biting Bugs: One of the biggest 
questions I’ve been getting lately has 
been concerning mosquitoes and the 
Zika Virus.  The good news for us in 
Wisconsin is that it’s highly unlikely 
that the Zika Virus will pose a signifi-
cant threat to us.  The two mosquito 
species associated with Zika (Aedes 
aegypti and Aedes albopictus) do not 
occur in the state.  Without those vec-
tors, transmission via mosquitoes 
can’t occur.  We do, however, have 
~60 other species of mosquitoes in 
the state, and with the average or 
above average precipitation thus far 
in many parts of the state, we could 
be in for a strong mosquito year. 
 Overall, ticks, such as the deer tick 
(w/ Lyme disease) pose a much big-
ger threat to us than Zika, and we 
should all be aware of ticks when 
working outdoors.  One of the more 
interesting trends in the recent past 
has been what I refer to as “urban 
encroachment”—ticks being found in 
more suburban and urbanized areas. 
  Take precautions (repellents and 
long sleeves) and conduct tick checks 
anytime you’re outside gardening or 
landscaping. 
 

Garden and Landscape Pests:  By 
the time this article is published, 
many of our common spring pests will 

be just about done for the year.  The 
tent caterpillars seemed to have a 
decent spring, as is typical for these 
creatures.  Another caterpillar, the 
gypsy moth, had pockets of activity in 
the state, but as of early June I have-
n’t heard of any significant defoliation. 
 The WI Department of Agriculture 
has been monitoring and spraying 
strategic spots in the western part of 
the state to help keep that forest and 
landscape pest in check.  A few other 
insects, like the four-lined plant bug, 
will also be wrapping up their activity 
for the year by the time this article is 
printed, although their diagnostic 
damage can be spotted well into 
summer. 
 

This article is well timed to give read-
ers a heads up about several of our 
important garden and landscape 
pests set to emerge in mid-to-late 
June and early July.  Out in the gar-
den, squash vine borers and squash 
bugs often start becoming active this 
time of the year—growers of squash 
and pumpkins beware!  The cucum-
ber beetles have already been active 
for a little while, but like many garden 
pests it’s best to catch them early to 
prevent damage.  I’ve already had 
several reports of cutworm activity 
and we could see them for some time 
out in the garden.  It also won’t be 
long before we start noticing those 
big green hornworms on our tomato 
and pepper plants. 
 

Perhaps the biggest pest to keep an 
eye out for in the near future would 
be the Japanese beetle.  Japanese 
beetle numbers seem to have been 
down for the last two summers—I 
suspect due to the brutal winter of 
2013-14.  However, coming out of 
that mild el Niño winter, it wouldn’t 
surprise me if Japanese beetle num-
bers were up this summer.  These 
insects start becoming active around 
the 4

th
 of July, so keep an eye out for 

your roses, hibiscus, birch trees, and 
many other favorites of this ravenous 

feeder!  Right around the time that 
Japanese beetles start emerging, we 
also get our first detections of the 
invasive spotted wing drosophila for 
the season.  Unfortunately, this 
means it’ll be time to keep a close 
eye on your raspberry and blackberry 
patches for damage.  Lastly, keep an 
eye out for the invasive brown mar-
morated stink bug.  We’ve never had 
a confirmed report of damage in a 
garden setting before, but this could 
be the year!  

Manitowoc County Upcoming 

Events 

 

7/25/2016: Christopher Farms Bus 
Trip for Manitowoc County MG. Tour 
at 5 pm. Meet at Extension Office at 4 
pm for Bus (Meeting on the Bus!) 
 

8/22/2016: West of the Lake Gar-
dens for Manitowoc County MG. Tour 
and Meeting. 6 pm 

 

8/23-8/28/2016: County Fair. Plant 
Clinic booth at the County Fair. Tues 
to Sat 2-7 p.m.; Sun 12-3. Sign up to 
work! 
 

9/26/2016: Riverview Outdoor 
Learning Classroom for Manitowoc 
County MG. Tour and Meeting 6 pm 

 

3/11/2017: Garden Expo with UW-
Manitowoc Continuing Education. 
More info to come!  

Page 2 

Expert’s Tip 

M A NI T OW OC COU NTY  M AS TER  GAR DE NERS  AS SOCI A TI ON NE WS LE TT ER  



 Page 3 

Gardening Tasks and Projects 

Here are a few July and August gardening 
tasks and projects that you can do to help 
keep your garden looking it's best for the 
rest of this season. 
 

Annuals, Perennials, and Bulbs 
 

Continue to dead head (remove dead flowers) your annu-
al plants to encourage continued blooming. If your annu-
als have died off, pull them out and add them to the com-
post pile. Replant that spot with hardy annuals or peren-
nials, such as Pansies, Calendulas, or Armenia.Get a 
second bloom from faded annuals by cutting them back 
by one half their height, then fertilize them with a liquid 5-
10-10 fertilizer. 
Roses will need to be fertilized each month through the 
summer. In colder areas, allow shrub roses to ripen by 
discontinuing feeding them at the end of the month. 
Fertilize container gardens regularly with a liquid all pur-
pose plant food. 
Chrysanthemums should be lightly fertilized every two 
weeks. Discontinue pinching your mums in mid month so 
they will be able to develop flower buds for the fall. To 
promote 'trophy size' flowers, allow only one or two main 
shoots to develop. Remove all side buds as they begin to 
develop. 
To produce the largest Dahlia flowers (especially 'Dinner 
plate' Dahlias), the main stems should be kept free of 
side shoots, allowing only the main terminal bud to devel-
op. Be sure to provide adequate support to prevent wind 
damage. 
Bearded Iris can be divided and replanted when they 
have finished blooming. Discard all shriveled and dis-
eased parts 

Sweet peas may tend to fizzle out with the hot summer 
weather, but with heavy mulching to keep the roots cool 
and moist you can prolong the flowering season by a few 
more weeks. A little mid-day shade will also help to main-
tain the quality of the flowers and prolong the blooming 
season. 
Verbenas, Euonymus, Pachysandra, Ivy, and climbing 
roses are some of plants that will root fairly quickly by 
layering them into the warm soil. Fasten a section of the 
stem containing one or more "eyes" down onto cultivated 
soil with a horseshoe shaped piece of wire and cover it 
with additional soil. By summers end, the stem should be 
rooted sufficiently to sever it from the parent plant and 
replant into another area of the garden.. 
Sow seeds of Hollyhocks, English Daisies, Foxgloves, 
Violets, Canterbury Bells, and Sweet William into the gar-
den now for next year's bloom. 
Geranium cuttings may be made in late July to start 
plants for indoor bloom during the winter months, and for 
setting into the garden next spring. You may need to pro-
vide supplemental lighting with fluorescent grow lights for 

really good winter blooms indoors. Perennial and biennial 
plants can be started from seed sown directly into the garden 
this month or next. 
Container grown perennials, shrubs and trees can be planted 
this month. Always take time to properly prepare the soil by 
mixing generous quantities of peat moss, compost and pro-
cessed manure with your existing soil. 
Fall blooming Crocus should be planted this month, to give 
you an extra week or two of flowers after the main garden 
plants have finished for the year. 
Spring flowering perennials can be divided and transplanted 
this month or next. Be sure to do this during the coolest part of 
the day and water the plants thoroughly after transplanting. 
Prune your hybrid roses in late August to promote the most fall 
blossoms. Remove about a third of the vigorous growth. Any 
stems that cross each other should be removed, as well as 
those that are in the center of the plant. Weak, spindly canes 
and any damaged by black spot fungus should be removed. 
Except in colder regions, roses should be fertilized through the 
end of September. Maintain a spraying schedule to control 
insects and disease. 

 

Shrubs and Trees 

Summer blooming shrubs should be pruned for shape after 
they have finished flowering. Remove any dead or diseased 
branches. 
Fertilize flowering shrubs like Rhododendrons and Azaleas as 
well as Camellias immediately after they have finished flower-
ing with a 'Rhododendron' or 'Evergreen' type fertilizer. 
Dead head the developing seed pods from your Rhododen-
drons and Azaleas to improve next years bloom. Be careful 
not to damage next years buds which may be hidden just be-
low the pod. 
 

Fruits and Vegetables 

 

Begin enjoying the harvest of your homegrown fruits and vegeta-
bles and herbs! 
Fertilize June bearing strawberries after the harvest, and ever-
bearing varieties half way through the season. 
Plant out successions of salad crops for continued harvesting 
throughout the summer. Sow seeds for cool-season crops directly 
into the garden by mid-July. 
Continue to protect your fruit from the birds with netting. 
Empty areas of the garden, where the crops have finished, should 
be replanted with either a fall vegetable crop, or a cover crop of 
clover or vetch to help control weeds. Cover crops can be tilled into 
the soil later, to add humus and nitrates to the soil. 
Now is the time to start your fall and winter vegetables. Plant start-
ers or seeds of green onions, carrots, beets, Lettuce, spinach, rad-
ishes, and winter cauliflower directly into the garden early this 
month.  

http://www.thegardenhelper.com/annualplants.html
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/annualplants.html
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/compost.html
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/compost.html
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/pansy.html
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/calendula.html
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/armeria.htm
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/fertilizer.html
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/fertilizer.html
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/planters.html
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/chrysanthemum.htm
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/dahlia.html
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/iris.html
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/lathyrus.htm
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/verbena.html
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/pachysandra.html
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/growingivy.html
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/bellis.html
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/foxglove.html
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/viola.htm
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/campanula.html
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/dianthus.html
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/geranium.htm
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/cuttings.html
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/plantinghole.html
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/compost.html
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/pruningroses.htm
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/azaleas.htm
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/vegtips.html
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/vegtips.html
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/strawberries.html
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/root_crops.html
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/lettuce.html
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/root_crops.html
http://www.thegardenhelper.com/root_crops.html
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Meeting Minutes for May 

NE WS LE TT ER  TI T LE  

 

Date:  Monday, May 23 

Time:  6:00 p.m. 
Place:  Extension Office 

 

Plant Exchange started at 6 p.m. 
 

Tim Tetzlaff from the Dramm Corporation had seeds and 
some gardening hand tools to share with members.    
 

Vice-president Linda Gratz called the meeting to order at 
6:25.   
The new slate of officers was introduced: 
President - Renee Lemberger 
Vice-president - Linda Gratz 

Treasurer - Marilyn Starzewski 
Secretary -  Linda Brandel 
 

Chelle Blaszczyk will handle Media Communication and 
compile articles for the newsletter, which will be done 
through the U. W. Extension office.  Members should let 
Chelle know if they have any articles or information for 
the newsletter. 
 

Monthly Items: 
 

Treasurer Report: 
Marilyn has not received an update from Renee; will have 
a report for our next meeting. 
 

Secretary Report: 
Minutes from April 28, 2016, meeting were distributed to 
all present.  Approved with one addition; Ann Herrman 
will be cochairing the Garden Walk.  Motion to accept the 
minutes as corrected was made by Bernie Zimmer and 
seconded by Chris Boeder, approved. 
 

WIMGA Report: 
WIMGA update given by Doris Magyar.  There will be 
more technical information provided; the web site is par-
tially completed.  There will be face-to-face meetings with 
board members.  Chelle Blaszczyk will be the new WIM-
GA rep. 
 

Plant Clinic Report: 
Gladwyn Doughman reported the Plant Clinic has a new 
great room with much more storage. 
Doris Magyar delivered posters promoting the Plant Clin-
ic to about 14 nurseries and greenhouses in our area. 
 These were well received. 
 

Garden Expo Recap: 
A grant from the West Foundation will pay for the speak-
er for the Garden Expo; our club will be reimbursed this 
cost. 
Expo Garden Update: 
Chris Boeder and Carol Lallensensack. 

Chris will let us know planting date.  Planters will be planted by 
Hartman’s Greenhouse.  Color theme for this year’s County 
Fair is blue and silver.  Discussed possible different themes of 
plantings.   Expo staff have taken excellent care of the plant-
ers in the past, as well as the signage .   
 

Garden Walk Co-Chairs: 
Co-chairs Lisa Rocheleau and Ann Herrmann.  Judy Lango 
will stay on in an advisory capacity. 
 

Insurance: 
Insurance cost was $350 last year; increased to $351.  Motion 
to approve this payment was made by Pat Hollen and second-
ed by Rosie Bugs - motion passed. 
 

Review of Books: 
Carol Lallensack reported the committee will be meeting to 
review the MGV books. 
 

Future Meetings: 
June - Woodland Dunes 

 

July - Christopher Farms,  Motion was made by Rosie Bugs 
and seconded by Doreen Strouf to hire a bus for this trip; ap-
proved.  Rosie suggested having the business meeting on the 
bus and this was approved.  Linda Gratz will contact the bus 
company. 
 

August - West of the Lake 

 

September - Riverview School 
 

October - Otter Creek 

 

November - Ivy Trails 

 

New Business: 
Chelle:  Four concrete planters to be planted on 6/2/16 at 9 
a.m.  Meet at 9th and Washington 

 

Thank you to Carol Lallensack for arranging annual dinner. 
 

Annette updated us on the Bookworm Gardens and clas-
ses/camps they have to offer. 
 

Gladwyn has plants in his garden he would gladly share with 
members.  Come and dig them out on 6/8/16 at 9 a.m. 
Invasive spacies update:  How do we get more people to vol-
unteer to help? 

 

Motion to adjourn at 7 p.m.  Motioned by Rosie Bugs and se-
conded by Gladwyn Doughman.  Approved. 
 

Respectfully submitted: 
Linda Brandel, secretary 
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Meeting Minutes for June 

 

Date:  June 27, 2016 

Time:  6:00 p.m. 
Place:  Woodland Dunes, Two Rivers 

Education Hours: 1 hour ( Ann Shebesta-  Butterfly 
Gardening) 
 

President Renee Lemberger was unable to attend. 
Secretary Linda Brandel called the meeting to order at 
7:05 p.m. 
 

Minutes 

 

Minutes of May 23, 2016  meeting were distributed to 
all present. Motion to accept the minutes as written 
made by Steve Strouf and seconded by Toni 
Brendemeuhl.  Approved. 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

Marilyn  Starzewski gave the Treasurer’s Report which 
was accepted as read. 
 

 

Woodland Dunes Annual Fund Drive 

 

Manitowoc Master Gardeners received a letter from 
Jim Knickelbine, Executive director of Woodland 
Dunes for their 2016 annual fund appeal.  A motion 
was made by Pat Hollen to donate the same amount 
as last year for this appeal ($100)  Seconded by Doris 
Magyar.. Motion passed. 
 

WIMGA Report 
 

Doris Magyar. gave the report, as Chelle Blaszczyk 
was absent. 

 State convention will be in Wisconsin Dells in 
September.  Check out details on the WIMGA 
website and buy tickets early for discount. 

 

 WIMGA is soliciting a donation from County 
chapters for the upcoming conference.  Chris 
Boeder motioned a $60 donation be made to the 
conference Rosie Bugs seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Zoo Gardens 

 

No report available at this time. 
 

Expo Garden Update 

 

The garden has been planted by Chris Boeder, Mary 

Bergner, Sandy Stock and Carol Lallensack.  There are 3 
themed gardens- a Tea garden, a Salad Garden and an 
Italian Sauce Garden. 
 

 

Plant Clinic Update 

 

Doris Maygar reports the activity has been slow, which is 
the case at the Brown County office also.  Conjecture is 
that people are using the Internet as their resource.  Most 
questions are regarding trees. 
 

Garden Walk 

 

No official report  from co-chairs Lisa Rocheleau and Ann 
Herrmann.  Discussion of the 2017 walk as follows: 

 Doreen Strouf shared the name of a gardener who 
understood her name was submitted last year to be on 
the walk 

 Bill Seidl stated in a newspaper article that he 
would be on the 2017 Garden Walk 

       Both Toni Brendenmuehl and Linda Gratz are volun-
teering to be on the committee 
 

Bus Trip to Christopher Gardens 

 

A sheet was passed around to sign up for the bus for next 
month’s tour of Christopher Farms. We would like to have a 
full bus so members may invite a guest.  Members not pre-
sent at today’s meeting will be contacted. 
 

Old Business 

 

The annual audit of the financial records was performed by 
Marilyn Starzewski and Carol Lallensack.  Records were 
reviewed and found to be in order. 
 

New Business 

 

The Mariner’s Trail is garden for interested parties to con-
sider adopting a garden bed along the trail. Currently all 
beds are spoken for however they are looking for people to 
be on a waiting list.  Contact Linda Brandel if you are inter-
ested, 
 

We welcomed 2 guests at our meeting this week:  Toni 
Bredenmuehl’s dad Ken and Ann Arbuckle’s Sister Margy. 
 

Motion to adjourn: Doris Magyar. Second: Toni Brende-
muehl. The meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Marilyn Starzewski for Linda Brandel, Secretary 



7/8/16-7/9/16: Garden Walk is presented by the North Central Wisconsin Master Gardeners. Visit five private and one 
public garden in the Mosinee area. Fri 1-7 pm; Sat 9-3 pm. $10 Contact Linda Peterson 715-573-4866 for more infor-
mation. 
 

7/9/2016: Garden Walk Garden Walk sponsored by Wood County Master Gardener Volunteers features 6 gardens in 
Wis. Rapids, Pt. Edwards and Saratoga. 9:30 am - 330 pm; $8 in advance, $10 tour day. Contact Barb Herreid 715-325-
2075 for more information. 
 

7/9/2016: Secret Gardens of Wauwatosa Tour  On tour day, tickets will be available at the Kneeland-Walker House 
(7406 Hillcrest Drive, Wauwatosa), the starting point for the tour. 10 am - 4 pm, $10 in advance, $12 tour day. Contact 
Mary Boehme 414-899-3598 for more info. 
 

7/9/2016: Vernon-ELCA 7th Annual Garden Walk Four private gardens within driving distance of Mukwonago. 10 am - 
4 pm, $8. Contact Carol Mainwaring 262-271-7076 for more info. 
 

7/9/2016: Lake Geneva Garden Tour Tour private gardens in the beautiful Lake Geneva area! 10 am - 4 pm, $15. Con-
tact Chrissy Wen 262-741-4951 for more info. 
 

7/14/16-7/16/16: Join the Winnebago County Master Gardeners for a 3 day trip exploring several horticultural points of 
interest in the Minneapolis-St. Paul area. Direct questions and payment to Marge Menacher at mar-
men4105@charter.net or 920.233.3467 or 920.420.8472 

 

7/15/16 to 7/16/2016:  Portage County Garden Parade Tour the spectacular gardens and landscapes of Portage Coun-
ty Fri 2-7; Sat 10-4. $10 in advance, $12 tour day. Contact Denise Rocha 715-346-1316 for more information. 
 

7/16/2016: Gardens of Greenfield Garden Tour A self-guided tour of 5 unique gardens featuring a tour of Will Radler’s 
spectacular Greenfield rose gardens, where he developed the “Knock Out” rose series. 10 am - 4 pm; $10 in advance, 
$15 tour day. Contact Joan Stevens 414-545-3381 for more information. 
 

7/19-7/21/2016: Wisconsin Farm Technology Days This premier exposition (previously called Farm Progress Days) – 
the largest agricultural show in Wisconsin – is also one of the largest in the nation. 9 am - 4 pm; $6 daily, $14 entire 
show. 
 

7/24/2016: New Lisbon Memorial Library Garden Tour We have eight gardens on tour. Rain or shine event. (10am-
3pm, $10) Contact Karla Riley 608-847-2506 for more information. 
 

7/25/2016: Christopher Farms Bus Trip for Manitowoc County MG. Tour at 5 pm. Meet at Extension Office at 4 pm for 
Bus (Meeting on the Bus!) 
 

8/1/16-8/5/16: Perennial Plant Symposium Includes specialty tours, professional tour, seminars, workshops, a trade 
show and networking opportunities. For more information 614-771-8431. DoubleTree by Hilton Bloomington– Minneap-
olis South (7800 Normandale Blvd Minneapolis, MN) 
9/14/16-9/17/16: 2016 Upper Midwest Master Gardener Conference in Wisconsin Dells, WI 
 

8/22/2016: West of the Lake Gardens for Manitowoc County MG. Tour and Meeting. 6 pm 

 

9/26/2016: Riverview Outdoor Learning Classroom for Manitowoc County MG. Tour and Meeting 6 pm 

 

10/8/16-10/17/16: Taste of Tuscany Offered by Hidden Treasures Tours, this trip visits many wonderful gardens and 
working farms to get a taste of Italian gardens and local foods. 
 

1/2017-2/2017: Costa Rica (dates TBA) The annual educational tour offered by the MG Program Office focused on tropi-
cal horticulture. 
 

3/8/2017-3/19/2017: Awe-Inspiring Scenery of New Zealand Even though the title sounds like it’s about the scenery, 
this is really a garden-focused trip. MG Program Coordinator Susan Mahr will be the tour leader for this Hidden Treas-
ures Tours trip. 

Upcoming Events 


