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Volunteer Hours Awards 

 

At our May 21st meeting awards were given out for service 
hours. 

Congratulations to Linda Brandel with150 hours of service, 
Christine Boeder with 500 hours of service, and Mary 
Shimon with 500 hours of service!  Also receiving awards 
but not pictured are Linda Gratz and Mary Kiel with 250 
hours each. 
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Pictured with their awards are Linda Brandel, Chris Boeder and Mary Shimon 
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Get your continuing education with our new Level 2 Plants Plus Series – a remix of past training 
presentations, printed materials and other references focused on specific plants or topics to help 
you increase your knowledge so you can better answer homeowner questions. To get 2 hours of 
continuing education credit for watching and reading this package of information, just complete 
the short quiz!  

 
 

http://fyi.uwex.edu/mastergardener/article/tree-
roots/ 

 

 

 

 

https://wimastergardener.org/article/apples/  

 

 

 

https://wimastergardener.org/article/cole-crops/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://wimastergardener.org/article/worms/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://wimastergardener.org/article/post-
harvest-handling/            

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://wimastergardener.org/article/shade-and-
light/  
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2018 Spring Garden Talk with Kerry Ann Mendez 
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Wendy Lutzke (from left), Environmental Educator and Butterfly 
Garden Coordinator, and Jim Knickelbine, Executive Director of 
Woodland Dunes Nature Center, and Linda Brandel from the 
Manitowoc County Master Gardener Volunteers. The Master 
Gardener Volunteers donated $500 to Woodland Dunes.  

Woodland Dunes Nature Center received a 
$500 donation from the Master Gardener Vol-
unteers of Manitowoc County to be used for 
environmental education programs for chil-
dren. “We are grateful for this donation,” stat-
ed Wendy Lutzke, Environmental Educator 
and Butterfly Garden Coordinator at the 
Dunes. “It allows us to provide opportunities 
for local youth to participate in hands-on activi-
ties that encourage a sense of pride and stew-
ardship of our natural resources.”  According 
to Jim Knickelbine, Executive Director of 
Woodland Dunes, the gift will be used for in-
struction regarding habitat restoration, butter-
flies and other pollinating insects in the Doro-
thy Star Bee and Butterfly Garden at Wood-
land Dunes. Proceeds from the annual Garden 
Walk held by the Master Gardeners financed 
the educational grant. 

Lakeshore Chronicle, December 2017 

DANDELIONS….. 

The dandelion is one of the earliest flowers to appear in the 
spring. But are they applauded? No, they are dug up, stomped on, 
cut off, sprayed with weed killers, and otherwise maligned as a 
weed for the keepers of perfect lawns. So I did a bit of research 
about this early bloomer. 
 
Did you know that the dandelion is in the sunflower family, and is 
native of Greece? 
 

That its name comes from the French dent de lion (lion’s tooth)—a reference to the jagged mar-
gins of its leaves? That it grows almost anywhere in the world where there is a bit of soil and 
sunlight? That it is rich in nutrients—potassium, calcium, iron, magnesium, niacin, phosphorus, 
as well as vitamins, especially vitamins C and B? Put dandelion leaves in a salad. They are best 
harvested in the spring when the leaves are young and less bitter. 
 
That the early colonists brought the dandelion to North America, as they were aware of its many 
medicinal qualities? The juice extracted from the stem and leaves supposedly will eradicate 
warts, soothe calluses and bee stings. Other purported medicinal uses include lowering blood 
pressure and providing relief from rheumatism and arthritis. The entire plant is important as a 
general tonic. 
 
That dandelion blossoms make tasty wine? The plant has also been used as a dye, yielding a 
purple color. 
 
So, there it is. The dreaded dandelion is a hero in the plant world. 
 
THE OLD TIMER SAYS: When is a weed not a weed?  

From Jerry Apps Blog, May 12, 2018 
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 Wisconsin Master Gardener Conference 
Autumn at the River 
Join with Master Gardener Volunteers and interested gardeners 
from around Wisconsin for two days of education and fun in Eau 
Claire, Wisconsin. “Autumn at the River” garden conference will 
be held at the Lismore Hotel near the confluence of the Chippewa 
and Eau Claire Rivers. On Friday you have tour options of area 
horticultural attractions followed by an evening dinner and keynote 
talk. Saturday morning we start our conference by visiting the Eau 
Claire farmers market. From there we will have a delightful array 

of speakers on various garden-related topics to choose from.  

Go to https://www.wimgaconferences.com for information and registration. A brochure for mail-in 
registration is available online. The 2018 Wisconsin Master Gardener Association Conference is 
hosted by Barron, Chippewa Valley, Dunn, Eau Claire and St. Croix Valley Master Gardener Vol-
unteers.  

Soil testing for the homeowner 
Lawn and garden problems can be caused by a variety of issues. Soil testing offers homeowners a 
way to get at the root of those issues by assessing the nutrient status and soil conditions in their 
lawn or garden.  

“Visual and tactile clues can provide some insight into soil texture and organic matter levels, but 
soil testing is the best way to determine fertilizer needs of gardens and turfgrass,” said Andrew 
Stammer, director of the University of Wisconsin Soil and Forage Analysis Lab in Marshfield. 
“Laboratory soil tests provide a great deal of accuracy and quality control not available through 
other methods of evaluating soil nutrient levels.” 

Soil samples tested in Wisconsin typically include results for soil pH, organic matter, phosphorus 
and potassium. This information can be used to guide the improvement of garden soil through the 
addition of amendments and fertilizers. The University of Wisconsin-Extension publication Sam-
pling Lawn and Garden Soils for Analysis provides information about sample collection and testing 
and is available online at http://learningstore.uwex.edu/assets/pdfs/A2166.pdf.  

Stammer said, “Soil can also be contaminated with lead. Soil testing will evaluate soil contamina-
tion and detect lead levels.” 

Lead is a common soil contaminant of soils in urban environments. Lead contamination is most 
common near painted buildings built before 1978 and where the soil has been exposed to leaded 
gasoline exhaust. Testing likely sites for lead can help evaluate risks of lead contamination in the 
garden.  

The UW-Extension publication Reducing exposure to lead in your garden soil explains how to low-
er your potential exposure to lead from garden and is available online at 
https://learningstore.uwex.edu/Assets/pdfs/A4088.pdf. General information on lead in home gar-
den soil can be found in the UW-Extension publication Lead in Home Garden Soil and is available 
online at https://learningstore.uwex.edu/Assets/pdfs/A4089.pdf.  

Visit the University of Wisconsin Soil and Forage Lab web site at https://uwlab.soils.wisc.edu or 
call the lab at 715-387-2523, for information about soil testing, plant analysis, manure analysis and 
forage testing. 

Lorre Kolb 
Public Information Specialist 
UW-Extension 

https://www.wimgaconferences.com
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Plant Clinic Hours 

Tuesday & Friday from 10:00am till Noon. 

Upcoming Meetings 

Date / Time Location / Topic Notes 

June 25th 5:30pm Woodlawn Dunes Work 1/2 hour and then meet-
ing 

July 23rd 6:00pm Chris Boeder’s house 930 S. 35th St., Manitowoc 

August 27th Green Bay Botanical Garden Bus to take us there, may bring 
a guest 

September 24th Yardening  

October Invasive species  

Manitowoc Master Gardener Info 

Master Gardener Board of Directors 

President:  Linda Brandel & Annette Paul (co-presidents) 

Vice President: Linda Gratz 

Secretary:  Renee Lemberger 

Treasurer:  Marilyn Starzewski  

Board Member: Carol Lallensack 

Board Member: Judy Lango 

Master Gardener Websites 
 

https://wimastergardener.org/ 
https://www.wimga.org/ 

https://manitowoc.uwex.edu/horticulture/ 


